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Abstract

Many universities have sought to apply the quality assurance standards as an attempt
to qualify its colleges to get the academic accreditation. Colleges of Education at the Iraqi
universities have followed the same path. In this respect, there are certain standards and
indicators assigned by local and international organizations, including the National Council
for Accreditation of Teacher Education in the United States, that are considered prerequisites

for becoming an accreted body.
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The present research aims at building academic accreditation standards for Colleges of
Education according to NCATE standards. It also intends to identify the level of academic
accreditation of the Colleges of Education according NCATE standards from the perspectives
of the academic members.
Five null hypotheses have been formulated for the test purposes. The population study
includes the academic members in the Colleges of Education at the Universities of Kufa and
Al-Qadisyah with a total number of 684 members. In addition, the research community
consists of 147 academic members who have been randomly selected. The academic
accreditation standards that have been prepared include six fields: advance study
programmes; assessment system; practical experiences; diversity; qualifying academic staff
and administrative services. They include 56 items with four options; the psychometric
properties are concluded with 0.78 reliability for the standard. Data have been calculated via
Statistical Package for the Social Science SPSS software. The study was carried out in 2013-
2014 academic year. The researchers conclude the following.
1- There are no statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level for the research sample
response on the academic accreditation according to NCATE standards. This indicates that
the colleges of Education are too far from accomplishing the academic standards.
2-  Items of the standards fields have not achieved the minimum requirements of the
accreditation indicators. Thus, only 33 items out of 65 in different fields have achieved minor
indication.
3- There are no statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level related to certain
variables: gender, academic title, major (humanities and scientific) and years of employment
(less than 5 years- more than 5 years). This means that there is an agreement among academic
members, taking into consideration all the variables, of not accomplishing the academic
accreditation standards.
Finally, the researchers have presented the conclusions, recommendations and suggestions
Keywords: College of Education; academic accreditation; standards; NCATE; evaluation:
practical experiences; diversity.
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