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The Role of the Israeli Parliament (Knesset) in Israel's Foreign Policy towards the Arab
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Summary

The Israeli parliament is the legislative authority of the State of Israel, and a watchdog to
monitor the performance of the government because of the Knesset's broad powers approved by
the Israeli Constitution. This led the parliament to play an important role in the formation of
Israeli foreign policy toward the Arab countries in the period 1977-1984 because the Knesset
directly affects the Israeli external decision-makers, despite the multiparty and varied trends of
the political currents, Which is of interest to the State of Israel and not partisan interests.
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Knesset Elections Results, Elections to the Ninth Knesset (17 May, 1977), Ninth Knesset.
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Knesset, Members of Knesset, Yitzhak Shamir.

https://www.knesset.qgov.il/mk/eng/mk eng.asp?mk individual id t=175 .

(") Ninth Knesset , Members of Knesset , First Speech of the Speaker of the Knesset, Yitzhak
Shamir, 13.6.1977.

http://main.knesset.gov.il/mk/all/Pages/SpeakerShamirSpeech.aspx

(™) Netanel Lorch, major Knesset debates 1948-1981-ninth Knesset 1977-1981, Vol. 6, the
Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs and University Press of America, Maryland, 1993, p.2084

2 AaSall mlla M Iggal g gand ol , i) Slagefs Jlasal) & DS i o) QS (e 2SO o Ui (X)
ok aall L (TY)
Knesset Elections Results, Elections to the Ninth Knesset (17 May, 1977), Ninth Knesset.
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(") Netanel Lorch, Op. Cit, p.2093
() Ibid, p.2122
(™) Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs Documents, (I.M.F.A. D.), (25), Statement to the Knesset
by Prime Minister Begin on his visit to the U.S. 27 July 1977, Vol. 4-5: 1977-1979, p.1-2.
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Knesset, Knesset Members, Moshe Dayan.
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(™) ILM.F.A, D.(40), Statement to the Knesset by Foreign Minister Dayan on Israel's foreign
policy, 1 September 1977, Vol. 4-5: 1977-1979, p.2-3.
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™ I.M.F.A, D.(68), Statement to the Knesset by Prime Minister Begin on Sadat's visit, 15

November 1977, Vol. 4-5: 1977-1979, p.1-2.

(™) Netanel Lorch, Op.Cit, p.2162
(™" Ibid, p2188-2189.
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I.M.F.A, D, Camp David Accords September 17, 1978.
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F.R.U.S. D.(25), Memorandum From the President’s Senior Adviser (Sanders) to President
Carter, Washington, 4 September, 1978, Vol. IX: 1977-1980, p.77-78.
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(") I.LM.F.A, D.(201), Reply by the Prime Minister at the close of the Knesset debate on the
Camp David agreements, 28 September 1978, Vol. 4-5: 1977-1979, p.1-2.
(") Netanel Lorch, Op.Cit, p2318.

osing statement to the Knesset by Prime Minister Begin, arc

") LM.F.A, D.(248), Closi he K by Prime Minister Begin, 22 March
1979, Vol. 4-5: 1977-1979, p.1.

(" 1.M.F.A, D.(248), Closing statement to the Knesset by Prime Minister Begin, 22 March
1979, Vol. 4-5: 1977-1979, p.1.
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(™" Netanel Lorch, Op.Cit, p2319-2320
™) ILM.F.A, D.(76), Statement by Prime Minister Begin on the occasion of the first

anniversary of the signing of the Israel-Egypt peace treaty, 26 March 1980, Vol. 6: 1979-1980,
p.1-2.
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(") Knesset Elections Results, Elections to the Ninth Knesset (17 May, 1977), Ninth Knesset.
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(') I.M.F.A, D.(7), Statement in the Knesset by Prime Minister Begin, 8 June 1982. Vol. 8: 1982-
1984, p.1.
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(") ILM.F.A, D.(37), Address in the Knesset by Defense Minister Sharon, 29 June 1982. Vol. 8:
1982-1984, p.1.
(" 1.M.F.A, D.(74), Statement in the Knesset by Defense Minister Sharon, 8 September 1982.
Vol. 8: 1982-1984, p.1-8.
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(") LM.F.A, D.(73), Statement in the Knesset by Foreign Minister Shamir, 8 September 1982.
Vol. 8: 1982-1984, p.1.

™) .LM.F.A, D.(75), Reply by Prime Minister Begin in the Knesset, 8 September 1982. Vol. 8:
1982-1984, p.1.

") I.LM.F.A, D.(76), Statement in the Knesset by Prime Minister Begin on the Reagan Plan, 8
September 1982, Vol. 8: 1982-1984, p.1-8.
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