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-Introduction:

The tea movement is an American political movement that has been called partly conservative,
partly libertarian and partly populist. At the grass roots level, the emergence of the tea party movement
can best be understood as an overgrowth of the increased conservatism of the Republican electoral
base, and particularly the more politically engaged segment.

The survey conducted on October, 2010 wave of the American National Election Study
Evaluations of the Government and Society Survey indicates that the majority of the tea party
supporters were Republicans, and much more conservative than over Republicans. While conservatism
is by far the strongest indicator of support for the Tea Party movement, racial hostility also has a
significant impact on support.

The rate of their political activity suggests that the Tea Party movement has a potential to
strongly influence the republican congressional and presidential elections, putting substantial pressure
on Republican candidates.

The movement has attracted enormous attention since 2009. However, there has been
considerable disagreement among political observers about the numbers and motivation of those
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participating in Tea Party protests, the prevalence of racist sentiments among Tea Party activists, and
the role played by wealthy individuals, conservative groups and media figures in fomenting these
protests.

A key question raised by the spread of Tea Party protests and the emergence of Tea Party
candidates in numerous House, Senate, and gubernatorial elections is whether this movement
represents a new force in American politics or whether it is simply the latest, and perhaps the noisiest,
manifestation of the long-term rightward shift of the Republican Party—a shift that can be seen as part
of a larger trend toward increasing partisan polarization in American politics. Most Liberal wing
political analysts argue that the Tea Party protests are driven by well-funded conservative interest
groups and media figures, it’ s clear that right-wing organizations have provided important logistical
supports for the movement and that conservative media figures associated with Fox News, have played
crucial roles in publicizing and encouraging attendance at Tea Party protest, yet these efforts do not
explain the existence of a large, receptive audience among the American public.
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—Conclusion and Implication:

The evidence presented in this study indicates that the Tea Party movement did not
suddenly emerge on the American political scene in 2009 in response to the progressive
policy agenda set forth by President Obama and the Democratic Congress. Rather it was the
natural outgrowth of the growing size and conservatism of the activist base of the Republican
Party during the preceding decades. By 2009 a large cadre of very conservative Republican
activists was available for mobilization by conservative organizations and media outlets.
Although it is unlikely that more than five percent of voting age Americans have ever
participated in a Tea Party rally or contributed money to a Tea Party organization, more than
one-fifth of the American public considered themselves to be supporters of the Tea Party
movement according to the October, 2010 wave of the ANES Evaluations of Government and
Society Survey. These Tea Party supporters were overwhelmingly white, disproportionately

male, somewhat older and a good deal more religious than the overall electorate—all

Y'Y



Fe11 /15T = Jolll saall JE¥ slaoll [ dailuwilll oglall dag yill ddl/ dailunilll op—dall ilo s

characteristics also present among active Republican identifiers. But by far the most striking
differences between Tea Party supporters and the overall public involved their political
beliefs. Tea Party supporters overwhelmingly identified with the Republican Party and they
were much more conservative than the overall public and even other Republicans on a wide
range of issues including social issues and economic issues. Moreover, Tea Party
supporters displayed high levels of racial resentment and held very negative opinions about
President Obama compared with the rest of the public and even other Republicans. In a
multivariate analysis, racial resentment and dislike of Barack Obama, along with
conservatism, emerged as the most important factors contributing to support for the Tea
Party movement. These findings suggest that the Tea Party movement is not likely to fade
away any time in the near future. While a Republican majority in the House of Representatives
might reduce some of the concern among conservative Republicans about liberal policies
emanating from Washington, as long as Barack Obama remains in the White House, Tea Party
supporters are likely to remain highly motivated to oppose his policy agenda. And given the
fact that Tea Party supporters make up almost half of Republican identifiers and a much
larger proportion of active Republicans, the Tea Party movement appears to have the
potential to strongly influence Republican congressional and presidential primaries in any
upcoming election, Thus Any serious Republican presidential contender will have to find a
way to appeal to Tea Party supporters. The risk, of course, is that this may make it very
difficult for the eventual Republican nominee to appeal to more moderate swing voters in the
general election.

The tea party is a dangerous pseudo-libertarian movement who portray themselves as
advocates for liberty, but they really are opponents to liberty. Their deeply reactionary
platform intends that there will be no government to promote the general welfare of its
citizens which, in a market economy, just ensures destabilization, guarantees inequity and
asphyxiates liberty. Americans are becoming more distressed as one in seven or forty—four
million, are dependent on food stamps, which represents a sixteen per-cent increase over
last year. As for their foreign policy though it’s aligned with the common interests and safety
of the U.S. citizens, it’s still unclear if it’s totally for the sake of the citizens or a way to win
supporters, and their reaction towards Obama’s support to radical Islam can also be

interpreted for the sake of U.S. citizen safety or an undercover for Islamophobia.
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