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Abstract
This research discusses problems faced by speakers of Iraqi dialect. They are

using many words from foreign languages especially from English language, so these
words became part which can not skip them from their language. This study focuses
on new generations such as children, young and even adults. Therefore; speakers of
these words (English words) in Iraq do not know that they are using English words
and not Arabic words. The main problem here is that they don't know the Arabic
meanings of these English words. Iraqi speaker when he/she talks one or two simple
sentences uses English words instead of Arabic words and this is called (Code
Shifting or Code Switching) this is a process to use foreign words instead of words in
mother tongue (for bilingual speakers), but in Iraq this process is used for one or two
words only, not for a full sentence, and sometime is added to English word rules from
standard Arabic grammar which make the word as an Arabic word.

Introduction
There are tens or Hundreds of English words(listed below) which are used in

Iraqi dialect, and they become as a part of the dialect which can not find any
conversation without using them even a simple sentence that contains two or three
words especially in modern technical field such as( cell phones, computers,
automobile field, industrial careers,….etc.). From sociolinguistics point of view, these
words have been entered to Iraqi dialect through many factors or reasons:

1 - Economic factor, because of trade, employment, and work. So the speaker who
knows these words has a big chance to get job or work than one who hasn't..

2 - Social factor, this factor also has played a great role because the speaker of these
words belongs to educated or cultural class in the society. So, he will be more
respectful character.

3 - Political factor, as a result of political conflicts that have occurred in middle east
region, and foreign interference in this region which increase the significance of
English language and its words because it is the language of the might countries.

4 – Military and War factors, such as military occupation, Iraq was occupied at the
beginning of the last century by Britain, English language has a major impact on the
Iraqi dialect at that time. In addition to the U.S. occupation in this century has the
same effect on Iraqi in the emergence of this phenomenon.
5 – Globalization factor, as a result of the use of tools of modern technology like
computer, Internet, cell phones, and other modern devices of development.
These reasons led to the entry of foreign words to the Arabic dialects in general, and
in specific to Iraqi dialect which includes a lot of foreign words which can not be
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understood by others even speakers of the languages which they were derived from
them because Iraqis make some phonetic changes and some times make assimilation
to letters of the words, then they produce a new word with little similarity to the origin
one. This research indicates the influence of English words which are used in Iraqi
dialect on the speaking of Iraqi family and society. These words have a great effect on
the society; they make a person steps away from his/her tradition and culture.

Aim of the Research
The main aim of this research is to indicate and to know English words which use

in Iraqi dialect, also to mention, translate, and arabizing them. Then use Arabic words
instead of them, because many of Iraqi dialect's speakers don't know the Arabic word
to these English words. English words have being spoken as original Arabic words
especially for those who are uneducated people in Iraqi society. So, the aim of
research is to pay attention to dialects especially when dialectology emerges, the
science which deals with dialects, and to preserve Iraqi dialect as an Arabic dialect
and as part of the traditions or culture of this country, from the principle that maintains
the part is maintain the whole.

Analysis of data
There are many dialects, which implies under the Iraqi dialect, there is a dialect

of southern Iraq similar to Gulf dialects, the dialect in the middle of Iraq, a mixture of
several dialects of the Arab countries which bordering Iraq but it is the dialect that
understood by all Iraqis, and dialects in the north of Iraq, the most prominent dialect
Almsalawih or Almusliah, characterized by reversing and assimilating some of the
letters and be understood by Almsalawi community only, but these alien vocabularies
are almost to be in all dialects of Iraq, they are understood and used by everyone,
even in some cases, they use in the language of the media and the press. The
Switching and Shifting Process occurs in Iraqi dialect by altering one word or more in
a single conversation and replace it by English word in an appropriate topic of
conversation for example:

- Ali wants to buy a tracksuit.
- رياضةَبدلةَشراءُيرُيدعلي
- ɑɬɪ γɔɾɪɗ  ʃɪɽʔ βəɗəɭɦ ɾɜæɗəɦ.  (Standard Arabic)
- ɑɬɪ   ʔɪɾɪɗ γʃʈɾɪ  ʈɾæksʊɗ.      (Iraqi dialect)
- تراكسووديشتريايريدعلي

To explain the issue in detail will ask some questions and try to answer them, why
do people switch between languages in the course of single conversation? Or why do
people use English words when they are speaking Arabic language (Iraqi Dialect)?
This question has been discussed extensively in the sociolinguistics literature.
Switching can be said to have the following functions:

1- Switching can serve the referential function because it often involves lack of
knowledge of one language or lack of facility in that language on a certain
subject. Certain subjects may be more appropriately discussed in one language,
and the introduction of such a subject can lead to a switch. In addition, a
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specific word from one of the languages involved. May be semantically more
appropriate for a given concept (Lass 1998).

This is one of the important functions which make Iraqis people use English words
instead of Arabic words for example:

- I want to buy a bicycle.
- هوائيةدراجةشراءأُريدأنا
- ɜɳɑ ʔɔɾɪɗ ʃɪɽʔ ɖɛɽɑd͡ʒɦ ɦɯɑʔəɦ.         (Standard Arabic).
- ʔɾɪɗ  ʔʃʈɽɪ bicycle.                               (Iraqi dialect).
- بايسكلاشتريأريد

Iraqi people use the word (bicycle) because it semantically more appropriate for a
given concept and the use of such word is easier than using Arabic word.
Another example:

- Send me message.
- رسالةليارسل
- ʔɽsɛɬ ɭɪ ɽɜsʟəɦ  (standard Arabic)

-     ɱɜsɨd͡ʒɭɪ              (Iraqi dialect)

- مسجلي

This type of switching is the one that bilingual speakers are most conscious of. When
asked why they switch? They tend to say that is because they do not know the word
for it in the other language, or because the language chosen is fit for talking about a
given subject. (Gumperz, 1976; Gumperz and Hernandez- chavez, 1975, Poplack
1980,  Scotton 1079, and Crystal 2003).

2- Switching often serves a directive function in that it involves the hearer directly.
This being directed at the hearer can take many forms. One is to exclude certain
persons present from a portion of the conversation. The opposite is to include certain
persons more by using her or his language words. A person may have joined the
participants in an interaction. All participant–related switching can be thought of as
serving the directive function of language use. Example: Many parents try to speak a
foreign language (or use foreign words) when they do not want their children to
understand what is being said. If they do this too often, they find out that the children
have learned the second language as well, or make up a language of their own to
exclude their parents.

3- Poplack (1980) in particular has stressed the expressive function of code switching.
Speakers emphasize a mixed identity through the use of two languages in the same
discourse.

4- Often switching serves to indicate a change in tone of conversation, and hence
phatic function. This type has been called metaphorical switching by Gumperz and
Hernandez-Chavez (Bayley: 2007). Think of the stand-up comedian who tells the
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whole joke in a standard variety, but brings the punch line (or word) in a vernacular
type of speech, e.g. an urban dialect.

5- Certainly, that many of the different Iraqi dialects use some English words do not
differentiate them as Arabic words or from other languages, and rather did not know
the Arabic word instead of English. Such words are: water- pump, tracksuit, Ariel,
bicycle.....etc.

6- Insert grammatical rules of Standard Arabic language to English vocabularies to
convert a word from singular to plural, whatever the word is feminine or masculine,
the same rules apply to it. Such as words are:

Singular (English words) Plural(English
words)

Plural (Arabic
words)

1- Tyre Tyres Tyrat
2- Mobile (cell phone) Mobiles Mobilat
3- Sheet (paper) Sheets Sheetat
4- Bicycle Bicycles Bicyclat
5- Radio radios Radiowat
6- Counter (as a table) counters Counterat
7- Message Messages Messagat
Mobile (singular, masculine, English word)
Mobilat (plural, feminine, mix between Arabic and English)
Note: (-at) is a suffix for plural case in Arabic language.

Conclusion & Suggestion
Iraqi linguists have to work in order to save Iraqi dialect from English words;

because the language is considered one of the basics of heritage of any country (the
dialect also is considered as an identity of Iraqi community) and we must protect our
language from the exotic words and stay away from the use of such words, in addition
to that working on the translation or the Arabization of foreign words which are used
in modern technology and work together to protect our dialect. Following points could
be main recommendations or suggestions as follows:

1. The role of family in general and parents in particular, taking into account
the learning of their children the correct words in Arabic and not to use
English words such as (bicycle, radio, tracksuit, water pump.....etc.)

2. The role of educational institutions, language institutions, media institutions,
and organizations associated with or interested with language in contributing
to preservation and attention to dialect, because it is part of the heritage of
the certain region or social group and in turn is part of the country folklore.

3. Interest in teaching the Arabic language in schools and educational
institutions, and consider dialect as part of this language, dialect is an
identity of the Iraqi person from other people who speaking Arabic language
but in other dialects; as well as give attention to dialect, especially after the
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emergence of science which is called dialectology (Chambers and Trudgill,
2004); this is what we find is missing in the Arab educational institutions,
particularly in Iraq.

4. Stay away from the use of these words and try to gradually replace Arabic
words because these words (English words) began creeping into the official
books written in standard Arabic and also to the language of media and
press.

5. Give more attention in the Arabization of English words as a word (blue
tooth) through collaboration between linguists in Arabic and English, as it
does not have any Arabic word that gives the exact meaning of this word as
well as the literal translation is not given the precise use to this word.

List of English words used in Iraqi Dialect

English wordswords in Iraqi
Dialects

meaningHow Iraqis pronounce
them

Miss callترميشةمسكلɱʂkʉɭ  or ɱɜʂkɜɭ

Messageارسل ليمسّجɱɜʂd͡ʒ

Wrong sideعكس الاتجاهرون سايدɽɔŋʂɑ̃ɖə

Radioمذياعراديو،راديونɽɑɖɨɔ

Aerialهوائياريلɑ̃r'e-əl
Bicycleدراجة هوائيةبايسكلbeiskɛl

Motorدراجة ناريةماطورmæʈɒɻ

Coffee shopمقهىكوفي شوبkɒfɪ ʃʊɓ
East tea canقدح خاص للشاياستيكانɪsʈɪkæɲ

Garageمرأبكراجɢɾɑ̃d͡ʒ

Dashboardلوحة اجهزة قياس السيارةدشبولɗəʃɓʊɬ

Geyserسخان ماءكيزرɢəʐɛɾ

Bottleقنينة زجاجية او بلاستيكيهبطلβəʈʊɬ
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Televisionتلفازتلفزيونʈəɫfɘʐɪɔɴ

Glassقدحكلاصɢɬɑ̃ʂ

Cupكاسكوبκʊ̈β
Tideمسحوق غسيلتايدʈæɖə

Data showجهاز عرض مربوطداتاشو
بالحاسوب

ɗæʈəʃʊ̈

Sugarسكرشٌكرʃəκ əɽ
Laptopحاسوب محموللابتوبɭæɓʈɔɓ

Computerحاسوبكمبيوترkəɱʙʉʈɻ

Internetالشبكة العنكبوتيةانترتيتɪŋʈɛɻ̃ɲɛʈ
Sisterممرضة/سسترnurseʂɪʂʈəɽ

Telephoneهاتفتليفونʈɜɬəfɔɳ̃

Table lampمصباح منضديتيبل لامبʈɑ̃βəɮ ɬɑ̃ɱɓ

Change overمحول او مغيرجينج اوفرt͡ ʃəŋɟɔʌɛɽ

Drillمثقابدريلɗəɽɨʟ

Drill hammerمثقاب كبيردريل همرɗəɽɨʟ ɧɑɱɛɾ

Lightمصباح للسيارة اولايت
مصباح يدوي

ʟæʈ

Remote controllerجهاز تحكم عن بعدرمونتɻəɱʊ̈ŋʈ

Gearمبدل سرعةكيرɠɜɽ

Backالى الوراء او الخلفبكـɓɜɠ
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Doubleسيارة حمل ذو مقعد خلفيدبلقمارهɗɜβəɭ

Slide roofسقف سيارة متحركاسلايد روفɜʂɭɨɖ ɽʊf

Receiverجهاز استقبالرسيفرɾɜsɛʋɪɽ

DVDجهاز اقراص مدمجةدي في ديɾɜsɛʋɪɽ

CDقرص ليزريسي ديɗʋɖ

Showerدوششاورʃɑ̃ɰəɽ

Air conditionerمكيف هواءايركندشنʔɾkɛɲɗəʃɨɴ

Splitمكيف هواء نوع اخرسبلتsɜʙɭɪʈ

Shortسروال قصيرشورتʃɔɽʈ

Dressقميصدريسɗɾɝs

Dishصحن لاقطدشɗɨʃ

Carpetسجادكاربتkæɽʙʈ

Clinksمنديل ورقيكلينكسkəɭɲɪ̈ks

Pepsiمشروب غازيبببسيɓɪɓsɪ

Seven upمشروب غازيسفن ابsɛvɨɲ ʔʙ

Cameraالة تصويركاميراkæɱɪʁɑ

Ovenفرناوفنɔvɜɲ

Cinemaدار عرض افلامسينماsɪŋəɱɑ
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Fileملف او اضبارةفايلfɪ̈ɬ

Tankخزانتانكيʈæɲkɪ

Tankerسيارة حوضيةتانكرʈæɲkəɾ

Folderمجلدفولدرfɒɬɗɛɽ

Flash ramجهاز خزن الكترونيفلاش رامfɭɑʃ ɽɑ̃ɱ

Track suitلباس رياضيتراكسوودʈɾæksʊɗ

T-shirtقميص ذو كم قصيرتي شيرتtɪʃɜɽʈ

Mobileهاتف نقالموبايلɱɔɓ̃ɑɭ

Coverغطاءكفرkɜvɜɽ

Sandwichشطيرةسندويجsɜŋɖɯɨt͡ ʃ

Shampooغسول للشعرشامبوʃæɱɓʊ

Plugالمأخد)اداة توصيلبلك
كهربائي(

ɓɫək

Bodyهيكل السيارة او ملابسبدي
ضيقة

βɛɗɪ

Jagاداة لرفع السيارةجكɟɑ̃ɢ

Batteryبطاريةباتريɓæʈɾɪ

Jacketسترة صوفيةجاكيتʝɑkɜʈ

Joinربطجوينتʝœŋʈ

Albumحافظة صورالبومʔɬβʊɱ

Nozzleفوهةنويزلɴœʑɜɫ
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Gaugeمقياسكيجɢɛɪʝ
Gymnasticرياضة الجمبازجمناستكʝɛɱəɲæsʈɨk

Wireسلك كهربائي او معدنيوايرɯɑ̃ɽə

Wiremanمصلح الاعطالوايرمن
الكهربائية

ɯɑ̃ɽɱæŋ

Freezerجهاز التجميد او التبريدفريزfɽɪʑ

Ice creamبوظهايس كريمɑ̃ʂkɾɪɱ

Tireعجلة او اطارتايرʈæɺ

Tankerصهريجتنكر
Lorryسيارة حمللوريɬɔɽɜ

Rail wayالسكة الحديدية او القطارريلʀɑ̃ɨɭ

Mallمركز تجاري او تسويقيمولɱʊɬ

supermarketسوق تجاري او مركزيسوبر ماركتʂʊβɜɽɱæɾkʈ

Soupشوربةسووبʂʊɓ

Spareدولاب سيارة اضافيسبيرʂβɜɾ

Boxصندوقبوكسβʊkʂ

e-mailبريد الكترونياميلɪɱɛɬ̃

Water pumpمضحة ماءوتربمɰʊʈɾʙəɱ

Oil pumpمضخة دهوناويلبمɔɨɭβəɱ

Traffic lightاشارة ضوئية مروريةترفكʈɾɛfk

Faxجهاز تلكسفاكسfækʂ
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Raceسباق خيولريسزɽəʂɨʑ

Connectربط او اتصالكنكkɘŋək

Softwareبرامجياتسوفت ويرʂɔf̃ʈɰɑɨɽ

Mouseفأرة الحاسبةماوسɱæʉʂ

Keyboardلوحة مفاتيحكيبوردkɨʙʊɾɗ

Cartoonافلام الصغار المتحركةكارتونkɑɽʈʊ̈ɲ

Automaticألي او تلقائيأوتماتيكيɔʈ̃ə-ɱɑ̃ʈɨkɨ
Sheetشرشف او صفحةشيتʃɪʈ

Cushionمسند او وسادةكُشنkʊʃəɲ

References:

- Al-Syaid, Mohammad. 1995. Society and language issues. Alexandria: Dar
Al-ma'rfah Al-Jamea.

- Bayley, Robert.2007. Sociolinguistic Variation. 1st ed. New York: Cambridge
University Press.

- Chambers, J.K. and Trudgill, Peter.2004. Dialectology. 2nd ed, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

- Chaise La Dousa. The Native Speaker & Mother Tongue. Language Sciences
Journal, volume 32, issue 6, November 2010: page 602-614.

- Crystal, David. 2003. Language Death. 1st ed. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

- Jourdan,Christine. 2006. Language, Culture, and Society. 1st ed. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

- Khori, Saqer. Thpought and Language. Syrian Knowledge Magazine. No. 496.
2005: page 153.

- Lass, Roger. 1998. Phonology: An introduction to basic concepts. USA:
Cambridge University Press.

- Naher, Hadi. 1998. Sociolinguistics at the Arabs. 1st ed. Irbid: Dar Al- Amal for
Publishing and Distribution.

- Yoneyama, M. 1986. Motion Verbs in Conceptual Semantics. Bulletin of the
Faculty of Humanities, No.21. Seikei University. Tokyo.

102


